
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

10-hour training course 
plus examination 

Marine Radio Short 
Range Certificate 

Royal Yachting Association 

Course overview 

Call: 01248 665060 
Email: enquiries@norwal.co.uk 
Visit: www.norwal.co.uk/src 

Book now   with 

Norwal Limited 

What’s covered? 

Maximum ratio of 12 students to one trainer 
Most of our courses are no more than 6:1  

The RYA RTC recognition for this course is held by Norwal Limited 
Course location: The Old Post Office, Rhiwlas, Bangor, LL57 4EP 

§ Features of VHF radio equipment 
§ Rules, regulations and conventions 
§ Understanding and using radio language and 

procedures 
§ Making routine voice calls 
§ Using digital selective calling (DSC) to call other 

vessels 
§ The Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 
§ GMDSS equipment including EPIRBs, PLBs, 

SARTs and NAVTEX 
§ Sending a distress alert and message 
§ Receiving distress, urgency and safety calls 

The marine radio short range certificate is the 
qualification you need to operate a marine VHF radio. 
Sometimes people refer to it as their ‘VHF licence’. 
 
This qualification is vital if you have a marine VHF 
radio fitted to your boat or you are going to use a 
hand-portable to communicate with other water 
users. It is a legal requirement that both the operator 
and the equipment are licensed. 
 
This course will provide you with all the theoretical 
knowledge and practical skills you need to pass the 
external examination, which is booked and paid for 
separately. Successful completion of the examination 
qualifies you for the Marine Radio Short Range 
Certificate of Competence and the Authority to 
Operate. 
 
Our face-to-face courses are taught by experienced 
and well qualified trainer-assessors. You can be 
assured that they are specialists in their field and 
capable of answering your questions with authority 
and expertise - most of them have considerable real-
life experience of search and rescue. 
 
The RYA VHF handbook is provided to all candidates. 

Book now with 
Norwal Limited 

Modes of training 
This course is available as a one-day face-to-face 
training course or as an online training package. 
 
Face-to-face training involves three hours of pre-
course study and a seven-hour training course using 
real marine radio equipment adapted for training, 
not computer simulators. 
 
Online training is provided through the RYA’s official 
interactive website. This self-guided study can be 
done at your own pace. Email support is available. 
 


